God Knows Best
 

Our Father knows what's best for us,
So why should we complain;
We always want the sunshine, 
But He knows there must be rain. 
We love the sound of laughter 
And the merriment of cheer,
But our hearts would lose their tenderness
If we never shed a tear.
Our Father tests us often
With suffering and with sorrow,
He tests us, not to punish us,
But to help us meet tomorrow.
For growing trees are strengthened
When they withstand the storm,
And the sharp cut of the chisel
Gives the marble grace and form.
God never hurts us needlessly, 
And He never wastes our pain,
For every loss He sends to us
Is followed by rich gain...
For our Father loves His children,
And to Him all things are plain,
So He never sends us pleasure
When the soul's deep need is pain.
So whenever we are troubled,
And when everything goes wrong,
It is just God working in us
To make our spirits strong.
Helen Steiner Rice
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IN APPRECIATION

Jesus promised us, they who mourned would be comforted. During our hours of bereavement this promise has been fulfilled by Mary’s kind and loving friends and co-workers.  Thank you for your prayers, your concern and kindness in acts and deeds during the illness and passing of Lil’ Mary.   

The Family
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“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

2 Timothy 4:7-8

Friday, February 10, 2012

 1:00 P.M.

 Friendship Baptist Church

  407 Cotton Ave.

Americus, Georgia

  Rev. Melvin McCluster, Pastor
  Rev. John Thomas, Officiating

Obituary

Mary Eunita Ross Stephens, affectionately known as “Lil’ Mary", was born July 6, 1960 in Americus, GA to the parentage of Mr. Hiawatha Ross and the late Mrs. Mary Varner Ross. 

Mary was educated in the Americus City School System where she graduated with Honors. She was also a graduate of Georgia Southwestern College with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Political Science. There she was a member of the Nu Zeta undergraduate chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated and later a charter member of Rho Sigma Omega graduate chapter. 

On August 22, 1986, Mary was united in holy matrimony to Harold Stephens. She was a dutiful and loving wife. They lived a devoted life together until his death in 1999. Mary was also preceded in death by a brother James H. Ross, Jr.

At an early age Mary gave her life to Christ and became a member of the St. Luke Baptist Church. Mary served the Lord with gladness and worshipped Him in the beauty of holiness.  She was the secretary of the church and a member of the choir.  Mary was employed with Habitat for Humanity International as a Test Analyst.  She was dedicated to her position and to her co-workers. 

On Friday, February 3, 2012 after fighting a good fight, keeping the faith, Lil’ Mary finished her race and went to be in the presence of the Lord.   Lil’ Mary’s shining smile and laughter will be missed by all those who knew and loved her. 

Lil’ Mary leaves to cherish her memories a father Deacon Hiawatha Ross of Americus, GA; her siblings:  Charlie Varner and wife Gloria, Jacqueline Ross, and Linda Ross,  Americus, GA;  Patty Ross Young and husband Lee, Henderson, NV; and Sandy Ross Colwell, McDonough, GA; an aunt, Mrs. Lillian Tigner, College Park, GA;  nieces and nephews, Jeannettia Varner Hunt, Valerie Varner Williams and Charlie Varner Jr., Groton CT; Michael Ross, Americus GA; Ashley Patterson, Lafayette, IN; Temple Patterson, Columbus GA; Jeremy Colwell and Stephanie Colwell, McDonough GA; McKenzie Young and Tyler Young,  Henderson, NV and a host of devoted cousins and friends also survive.
“Lil Mary”
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I’m Free

Don’t grieve for me I’m free.

 I’m following the path God laid for me.  

I took His hand when I heard Him call. 

I turned my back and left it all. 

 I could not stay another day to laugh, to live, to work or play.  

Task left undone must stay that way.  

I’ve found peace at the close of the day.  

If parting leaves a void, 

then fill it with remembered joy, a friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 

I wish you sunshine for tomorrow.  

My life has been full. I have savored much.  

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time was all to brief.

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your hear and share with me.

God wanted me now; he set me free.

Author Unknown

Order of Service
Prelude                               Mrs. Annie Ruth Thomas

Processional                Reverend John E. Thomas, Jr.

                                                   St. Luke Baptist Church

Last Glance

Final Sealing

Hymn                                    Reverend Michael Edge

Prayer                                             Deacon John Hall                                                              

Scripture 

Old Testament               Reverend Dianne Hall

New Testament           Minister Sharon Tarver


Solo                                                  Mr. Lynn Tyson

Reflections 

                   Rev. John E. Thomas

                                        Mr. Cherian Dethose                                                                                 Mrs. Faye Greene
Family Tribute                         Dr. Patty Ross Young

Solo                                                  Mr. Lynn Tyson

Eulogy                            
Minister Charlotte Jackson

Acknowledgements            Staff of West’s Mortuary

Recessional


The family will receive friends for the repast in the Hope Center of Friendship Baptist Church.
Please turn all cell phones off or to silent mode during the services.  Thank You
