 Obituary 
Veteran Alphonso Rutherford
Al, as he was affectionately called, was born on October 22, 1945 to the late Mr. Homer William Rutherford and the late Mrs. Elma Brown Rutherford.  He received his education in the public schools of Sumter County, Georgia.  He served his county by enlisting in the US Army for 12 years.  After several years, he retired from the Wal-Mart Super Center in Americus, Georgia.  
Mr. Rutherford was married to his “Soul Mate”, the former Ms. Annie Irene Cooper.  This union was blessed with three beautiful children; Kevin, Jeffery, and Alicia.
Fond memories will live on in the lives of his family which include his devoted wife, Mrs. Annie Irene Cooper Rutherford; his children: Mr. Kevin Rutherford of Ft. Stewart, GA, Mr. Jeffery Rutherford of Powder Springs, GA, and Ms. Alicia Rutherford of Americus, GA; his grandchildren:  Shiheen Norkaz Rutherford, Jayla Joi Rutherford, and Ka’Dasia Rutherford; his brothers:  Rev. William (Marilyn) Rutherford of Orange, N.J., Mr.  MacArthur (Rosa) Rutherford and Sgt. Irwin Clyde (Beatrice) Rutherford both of Americus, GA, Mr. Herman Lewis (Brenda) Rutherford of McDonough, GA,  Mr. Roy Rutherford of Americus, Georgia, Willie Fred Smith and Felton Smith both of Atlanta, GA and Mr. Theodore (Kimberly) Rutherford of Warner Robins, GA; his sisters:  Ms. Anne Barnum of Albany, Georgia, Ms. Doris McKnight of McDonough, GA, Shirley Meeks of N.C., Sharon Smith of Atlanta, GA and Min. Linda (Min. Mathis) Wright of Cobb, GA., his sisters-in-laws:  Mrs. Nadine (John) King of Smithville, GA, Mrs. Vera (Arie) Any of Dallas, GA, Ms. Rena Cooper of Conyers, GA, Ms. Barbara Linnear of Augusta, GA, Mrs. Eartha (Johnny)Robertson of Augusta, GA, and Mrs. Delorn Cooper of Leslie, GA;  his brothers-in-laws:  Mr.  Willie Cooper, Mr. Eddie (Effie) Cooper, and Mr. Arthur (Carolyn) Cooper all of Leslie, GA, Mr.  Reuben (Vivian) Cooper of Miami, Fl,    Mr. Tony (Amanda) Cooper of Americus, GA, Mr. Caesar Cooper of Miami, Fl,  Mr. Royzell (Shirley) cooper of Vienna, GA and Mr. Thomas (Angeletta) Cooper of Fayetteville, N.C. and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives and friends also survive the late Vet. Alphonso Rutherford.
   Order of Service
 Processional 
 Parting Glance  
 Hymn                                                 Deacon Eddie L. Cooper                                                      
 Prayer                                                       Elder Johnnie Evans
 Scripture                                                                      
               Old Testament                       Elder Kimberly Cooper

               New Testament                            Rev. Mathis Wright

 Solo                                                      Sis. Tammy Middleton

 Words of Comfort                     Rev. Homer W. Rutherford, II
 Acknowledgments                            Staff of West’s Mortuary
 Benediction
 Recessional 

 Interment                                                       Cooper Cemetery
Special Thanks

Jesus promised us they who mourn would be comforted. During our hours of bereavement, this promise has been fulfilled by you, our kind and loving friends. Thank you for all that you have done to console our hearts.
May God bless each of you.

The Family           
Pallbearers

American Legion Post 558
Flower Attendants

Ushers and Friends
To Those I Love and Those Who Love Me

When I am gone, release me, let me go,

I have so many things to see and do.

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears

Be happy that we had so many years

I gave to you my love and you can only guess

How much you gave to me in happiness

I thank you for the love you each have shown

But now it’s time I travel on alone.

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must

Then let your grief be comforted by trust

It’s only for a while that we must part

So bless these memories within your heart

I won’t be far away, for life goes on

So if you need me call, and I will come.

Though you can’t see or touch me, I’ll be near,

And if you listen with your heart you’ll hear.

All of my love around you soft and clear.

And then, when you must come this way alone

I’ll greet you with a smile and say “Welcome Home”
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  Wednesday, January 4, 2012
     1:00 P.M.
  Bible Way Fellowship Church
   Leslie, Georgia
    Rev. William Rutherford, Officiating
